
The challenge at Materis was to find a purge and archive solution that adheres
to the integrity rules within the JD Edwards database, allows for the inclusion
of custom tables and allows the flexibility to treat finance data differently
to distribution data according to business requirements and French compliance
regulations. They also wanted a solution to purge with integrity the large
volumes of BLOB attachments that they had accumulated on the system. A
robust and high performing solution was also required, due to the large
volumes of data that had accumulated. The IT group considered a number of
options, such as developing their own custom programs, using standard JD
Edwards purge functionality, or purchasing an ‘off the shelf’ application.

Materis is a former subsidiary of the French building materials Group Lafarge and
now operates as an independent company with annual sales of 1.5 billion euros
and 7,500 employees operating in 35 countries. Materis manufactures a range
of specialty materials including paints, mortars, aluminates and additives.

Materis runs a shared service IT group
(Materis DSI) to host and support their
companies that are using JD Edwards.
These companies include Lafarge Paints,
Lafarge Mortars, Lafarge Aluminates
and ParexLanko. Materis is one of the
largest JD Edwards customers in Europe
running version OneWorld XE on Oracle
database (version 8.1.7) and Unix AIX
version 4.3.3 operating system.
The company has been using JD Edwards
since 1998, including the following
modules:

• sales order processing
• procurement
• advanced warehousing
• advanced transportation
• finance

Having an urgent need to purge business
data from financial and distribution
modules, Materis embarked on an
internal project to find the best solution.

The Solution

Materis decided to partner with Whitehouse Consultants after evaluating the
ARCTOOLS product. ARCTOOLS is a purge and archive engine written for Oracle
and SQL/Server databases. ARCTOOLS incorporates a control database which can
be configured to process any ERP application.
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“We used ARCTOOLS from
Whitehouse Consultants to
purge JD Edwards historic
data on our Oracle/Unix
platform. We successfully
purged 45% of our business
data while adhering to the
integrity rules inherent in JD
Edwards, our business
managers’ expectations and
French compliance
regulations. The product
worked first time and was
fast, efficient and secure.
We would recommend to all
JD Edwards users to partner
with Whitehouse Consultants
for their purge and archive
needs.”
Roger Beesley CIO Materis DSI
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How Materis sucessfully purged its
JD Edwards EnterpriseOne Oracle database



Whitehouse Consultants developed ARCTOOLS using Oracle native
programming language PL/SQL with a Java front end. The control database,
which is shipped with the JD Edwards EnterpriseOne configuration, is easily
accessible and modifiable without any additional programming.

Technical Details

Enterprise Server : pSeries Model 6H1, 4 processors (PowerPC_RS64-III)
Memory : 6144 MB (6GB)

JD Edwards database size before and after:
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Methodology
The Materis / Whitehouse team followed the standard ARCTOOLS methodology
which comprised:

• Proof of concept
• Driver file creation in test environment
• Before ‘as of’ and ‘as is’ reporting from JD Edwards
• Archive in test environment
• Review archive environment
• Purge in test environment
• After ‘as of’ and ‘as is’ reporting from JD Edwards
• Go live

To learn more about the ways in which Whitehouse
Consultants can help you, please visit our web site.

www.whitehouse-consult.co.uk


